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tion became one of defending their country now or never.
Patriotic Turks, though they all did not openly express
their allegiance, rallied around Mustafa Kemal Pasha
who, as inspector general of Turkish troops, was on the
move travelling through Asia Minor. On July 27, 1919,
the first organized congress of the new Nationalist Party
took place at Erzerum, attended by a few Turkish
patriots. This was a forerunner of the better known Con-
gress of Sivas on September 13, which issued the famous
declaration: "All methods and all means are taken with
a view to safeguard the Sultanate, the supreme Khalifate
and the integrity of the country in the case where the
Turkish government under foreign pressure should be
called upon to abandon no matter what part of our terri-
tory.3' (Select Document 16.) The best statement of
the activities of this nationalist group at that time ap-
pears in the findings of the American Military Mission
to Armenia, which investigated at first hand the actual
situation and came into connection with the leaders at
a time when the Kemalist Movement was little known,
was under a cloud as far as the Allies were concerned,
and was in announced disfavor with the Imperial Govern-
ment at Constantinople.)
•/The year 1920 was an important one in the growth of
the Nationalist Movement. It marked the final break
with the Constantinople Government, the beginning of
a definite war with Greece, and the entering into inter-
national relations on the part of the new government.
It was a year, moreover, in which the Allies were failing
more and more to present a united front against the in-
surgents. On January 28,1920, the Ottoman Parliament
at Constantinople approved the terms of the National
Pact (Select Document 18), the Declaration of Inde-
pendence of the New Turkey. This Pact had been pre-
viously prepared by the Nationalist Government. The
military excesses in Cilicia, aggravated by the French

